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In accardsace withn^ttert^s*^^ XWS by the'Bddty 

Boy's Tribal Cornell* sad yjrsuj^^rBertioa, IS of the Indian. Beorsanlxa- 
tioa Art cfJcna 13, 1954 (48 Sta£:3^}i-;aa ^ctlmi ls horobj called 
to be halALca SoveiBbar 8* 1955^- -ftr.:t£o. porpos* of c B ah Hug tha qualified 
▼oters, afhBoeicy Bey 4 # Bead of ffldpp 1 ^^ Reservation 

to to to oa/'the adopt load: a proposed looastltotloa and by-laws; la such 
election. dtaajority. vote of the rtnlt:|fedlasfl actual l y Toting shall be 
necessary for adoption, provided hhrt.^the total Tote cast shall be aot 
less than SO per cert efthose eatitlriL tO Tote* 

fhw election. is tOhe eomtcct^.^ e with Bales sad Regula- 

tions for 'the Bolding of Sleet loss undMithe Indian Reorganisation Act 
of June IB, 1954. A copyof vv^'ral^m<5. regulations Is transmitted 

A copy of the proposed. cons^itrtiia,8n4 & also trt^saltted 

and copisa?cf this ars to- he filrtribrr^ 'by-.eaiilcyeee: : of the Indian 
Serrica and by- re jaresaatstiTer -rf - ' theVrlhs ;t» ;• any voter-requesting aaaa 
prior to the election, i The enclosed- copy ccof eras to the draft aubnitted 
by a duly appointed eonrtltrtlcsal r «koRd.ttae^ except that minor corrections 
of i«ngpage hare been Beds*-.: ' ^C-.\ j*:.-.- 

As soon as the election. ha#>een and the results ascertained 
pursuant to the rules end-'regixiirtlbj^ .'election, the constitu- 
tion and by-lsxs, If adept a$L a$9i^ : to thfca Office for final 

approml, together rtth'jnftcriificrt ,f<tt c io s ed/;ffrm executed by 
the proper-tribal and-rwnra&c^ to the reaults 

of such election*'-.: -r^— ' - 

froa the' 


became effective 



HJLSS HKD B3SUL1SI0BS FOR T3S 5DLDIH0- 0 T 
BLBCTIOHS IMDHS TH5 IHDIAK H2QRQASTZA?Ig? ACT OP 
JDB18, 1524 (43 ST&T. 8B4) 


1 BjgttjM an the adopt! oh of Const! tut ions cs& Constitutional t uesd- 
mats* 

Section 16 of the Indian Reorganisation Act of Tone 18, 1954 
(AS Start. 984), reads in part es follows: 

"lay Indian Trite, or tribes, residing an the ease 
reservation shall have the right to organize for 
its ctaangn welfare, and may adopt an appropriate 
constitution and bylaws, which shall beoome effec- 
tive when ratified by a majority vote of the adult 
mashers of the tribe, or of the adult Indiana re- 
siding on such reservation, as the ease say be, at 
a special election authorized and called by the 
Secretary of the interior under sueh rules and 
reflations as he say prescribe. Such constitution 
and bylaws when ratified as aforesaid and approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior shall be rerokable 
by an election open to the same voters and conducted 
in the same wanner as herein above provided, Amend- 
ments to the constitution and bylaws say be ratified 
and approved by the secretary in the same a/craiftr as 
the original constitution end bylaws." 

By the Act of June IS, 1955 (Pub. So, 147 - 74th Cong.) Section 16 
has been modified. Said act provides that 

•In any election heretofore or hereafter held under 
the Act of Tune 18, 1934 (48 stat. 984) on the 
question of excluding a reservation from the applica- 
tion of the said Act or the question of adopting a 
constitution and bylaws or roan Agents thereto or on 
the question of ratifying a charter, the vote of a 
majority of thoee actually voting shall be necessary 
and sufficient to effectuate sueh exclusion, adoption, 
or ratification, provided, however, That in each in- 
stance the total vote east shall be not less than 30 
per centum of those entitled to vote." 

In accordance with the foregoing acts, and with the solicitor's 
Opinion (£-27810) , app r o re d December 13, 1954, on 12 questions of 
construction raised by the Act of June 18, 1954, the following rules 
and regulations are hereby prescribed for the h o l d in g of elections 
under section 15 of said Act; 
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1> Jho DepartBent Till cooperate with end offer ite advice and 
assistance to any authorised tribal council or representative committee 
of an In d ian tribe, or tribes, or of the adult Indians residing on a 
particular reservation, in the drafting of a constitution and bylaws. 
,£ft election on the adoption of such constitution and bylaws will be 
felled by the Secretary of the interior, upon request by the tribal 
council or any authorised representative eonaittee. 

S. Constitutions and bylaws may be adopted by a traditionally 
recognized I n di an tribe, or tribes residing on the same reservation, 
or by the adult Indians residing on a reservation as such. The Indian 
Reorganization Act contenplatee two distinct and alternative types of 
a tribal organization. In the first place, it authorizes the members 
°f a tribe (or of a group of tribes located upon the as&e reservation) 
to organize an a tribe without regard to any requirements of residence. 
In the second place, this section authorizes the residents of a single 
reservation (who may be considered a tribe for purposes of organization 
under section 19} to organize without regard to past tribal affiliation. 

3. When the members of sn Indian tribe, or tribes residing on 
the ssae reservation, shall vote in sn election on a proposed consti- 
tution and bylaws, the following rules ah*!! determine the eligibility 
of voters in such election: 

(a) Any masher of the tribe, or tribes, «fawn be 
entitled to vote, regardless of whether or not he 
is a resident of the reservation ait the time of 
such election. 

(b) Descendants of ambers, although not enrolled 

as ambers of the tribe, or tribee, be entitled 

to vote, if recognized as ambers of the tribe, or 
tribes. Any person omitted from the tribal rolls, 
through accident or mistake, shall likewise be en- 
titled to vote, if recognized as a amber of the 
tribe, or tribes. 

(c) &o person, not a amber of the tribe, or tribes, 
shall be entitled to vote. 

(d) Ho person who has abandoned his tribal sember- 
ahip shall be entitled to vote, even thought, he may 
be enrolled as a member. 

(e) Hon-reeident ambers nay vote by absentee ballot. 

A ballot will be sent upon request to each such amber 
in suffieimt time to permit him to execute and return 
ease on or before the date of the election. The ballot 
oust be sworn to before a notary public, or other of* 
ficial authorized to administer oaths, and oust be 


re tamed in a sealed envelop e marked on the oat Bide 
• Non-resident Ballot. Proper records shall he kept 
of all such ballots sent out, to «te sailed, date 
of mailing, addressee of the voters, end of all eueh 
ballots returned, free whoa received, and time of 
receipt. Absentee ballots shall not be counted un- 
til all other ballots are counted and no ballot re- 
ceived after the polls have closed shall be counted. 

4. ghsa the adult T»a**rw reel ding on a reservation shall vote in 
an election on a proposed constitution and bylaws, the following rules 
shall determine the eligibility of voters in each election: 

{a} Any Indian residing on the reservation shell be 
entitled to vote, regardless of his marbership in any 
tribe. 

(b) No person shall be entitled to vote unless he is 
a resident of the reservation, but no person shall be 
deprived of the right to vote by reason of hie tempor- 
ary absence from the reservation. 

(c) In elections conducted under this section absentee 
voting ghgii be permitted In the manner prescribed in 
section 5 (e) of these rules and regulations. 

5* No person be entitled to vote in any election on the 

adoption of a proposed constitution and bylaws unless he has reached the 
age of 21 years. 

6. She re «heii be an Slection Board consisting of the Superintend- 
ent of the reservation and representatives of an authorized council or 
comittee of the Indians, whose duty it shall be te conduct the election, 
end to enforce and execute these rules and regulations. 

7. The Slection Board compile a list of voters, which shall 

be posted at^tha agency office and at various other public places through* 
out the reservation at lea st 10 days trior to the election, copies of ouch 
lists arranged according to voting districts, ah a. 1 1 also be made, for the 
purpose of checking off eaeh ness as his or her ballot is cast, and of 
determining, in the event of any question, the right of any individual to 
vpte. Baeh district shall be supplied with a list of those voters who will 
cast their ballots within that district. 

B. The slection Board shall determine any cl a im as to the right of 
any person not listed to vote, as well as any ch all enge to the rl^it to 
vote of any person who is listed, and the findings of such Board shall be 
final. She Slection Board shall fix a date, not leas than five days before 
the election, at which time all complaints will be heard and passed upon. 
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9* Sot less than twenty (20), nor more than sixty (60), days’ 
so ties shall be gives of the calling of an election. 

10. posters in the English, infliwa or other appropriate languages 
is the discretion of the Superintendent, shall be distributed asosg the 
Indians, notifying thai of the election, and 1 be posted at the agency 
office and at various other public places throughout the reservation. 
Absentee members shall be notified by circular of the aftiHng of the 
election, end shall receive instructions as to the proper manner of vot- 
ing therein. 

U» Official ballots for the election will be furnished by the 
Commissioner of fadies Affairs. These ballots should bo counted an re~ 
ceipt thereof and should be carefully guarded at wi 1 tlmea. 

12 . Mimeographed copies of the proposed constitution ana bylaws 
shall he distributed to every eligible voter requesting same prior to 
the election. 

13. Toting districts shall be delimited throughout the reservation, 

by the Election Board, a polling place be designated for each 

district, the choice of which i be based upon the needs and eonven~ 
lance of the Indians, in all cases, unless there are strong reasons to 
the contrary, the regular voting pleees where elections are usually 
s hal l be the polling places for the election, places where state and 
county elections, in which the Indians participate, are usually held, 
may be chosen ub polling places for the election. There possible, voting 
equipment should be borrowed f r oa the local authorities. 

14. The polls shall remain open from 8:00 A.K. to 6:00 Pl£., unless 
different hours are agreed to in advance, and the Indians ere notified 
thereof. 

18. The Election Board shall appoint a Judge, clerk, and teller for 
each district. The duties of these officials shall be to see that the 
same of each person voting ia on the approved list, that his name Is 
cheeked off as his ballot is cast, and that the ballot is individually 
executed. It shall be the further duty of these officials at the elos4 
of the polls to count the ballots, return than to the boxes, lock and ' 
mark the boxes, and an the evening of the election day turn over the 
certified election returns of the district, the ballot boxes, a list of 
those voting, and ell unused ballots, to the Superintendent. Throughout 
the Toting the ballot boxes shall be kept locked, and after the voting 

be opened only long enough to permit the counting of the votes. 

16. Interpreters nay be provided to explain the execution of the 
ballot to such Indians as may need instruction. Assistance may be pro- 
Tided for those unable to execute their own ballots, but all necessary 
precautions be taken to insure that the voter is not influenced 

ia easting his ballot. 


17* There shall be no electioneering within 200 feet of the vot- 
ing place while the polls are open. 

IS. The Election Board shall canvass the returns from the various 
voting districts, and shall certify the result of the election to the 
Office of Indian Affaire. The result of the election i be posted 
at the agency office and at other public places on t he reservation for 
the inf ona&t ion of the Indians, a telegraphic report should be mde to 
the Indi an Office imaadlately after tha result of the election 1b deter- 
mined. Ballots and other election materials should be kept by the 
Superintendent end should be placed under lock and key for one year in 
the evant of any protest or order for recount. 

19. (a) Election on the adoption of amendments to an approved 

constitution and bylaws shall he called as provided In said constitution 
and bylaws, and shall be conducted in the Banner prescribed in these 
rules end regulations, except where modified in said constitution and 
bylaws as to voting districts, eligibility of voters, and the Banner of 
holding election. 

(b) Elections for the ratification of charters of incorpor- 
ation: 

section 1? -of the Indian Becrganizati on Act of June IS, 1934, 

(48 Stat. 984} reads in part as follows: 

•The Secretary of the Interior may, upon petition by 
at least one-third of the adult Indians, issue a 
charter of incorporation to such tribe; Provided, 

That such charter shall not become operative until 
ratified at a special election by a majority vote 
of the adult Indians living on the reservation.***" 

20. Elections on the ratification of a charter of incorporation 
issued to any organized tribe by the secretary of the interior, pursuant 
to section 17 of the I" 3 **” Reorganization Act, eh all be conducted in the 
manner prescribed is these rules and regulations, except as modified by 
sections 21, 22, 23 hereafter. Ho tribe may incorporate until it has 
adopted a constitution and bylaws, approved in accordance with section 1ft 
of the ladies Reorganization Act* 

21* The following rules shall determine the eligibility of the 
signers on any petition for a charter: 

(a) shea the mashers of a tribe, or tribes, residing 
on a reservation, have organised under a constitution 
and bylaws, any member of the tribe, or tribes, may- 
sign such petition. 

(b) Rhen the adult Twdigna residing on a reservation 
have organized under a constitution and bylaws, any 
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per 9011 entitled to Tote an the adoption of such, con- 
stitution end bylaws may si go, each, petition.. 

(See section 4. ) 

22* It s hall be the duty of the Superintendent, together with a 
ecaamittee representing the Indians organized, under the constitution and 
bylaws, to check the petition as to whether those who sigi are eligible 
to do so within the language of the act these regulations. 

23. In any election on the ratification of a charter of incorpor- 
ation, the following roles shall determine the eligibility of Totaro in 
such election: 

(a) When, the mashers of a tribe, or tribes, residing 
on a reservation, have organised under a constitution 
and bylawB, any resident umber of the tribe or tribes 
may Tote in such election. Ho person shall be deprived 
of hie right to vote by reason of his tasporery absence 
from the reservation. 

(b) When the adult Indians residing on a reservation 
have organised under a constitution and bylews, any 
person entitled to vote on the adoption of said consti- 
tution and bylaws shall be entitled to vote on the 
ratification of the charter. (See eeetion 4.) 


/&/ william, sicsaaman, Jr* 
Assistant Canmissioner. 


Approved; August 20, 1935 
(Sgd.) Harold L* lakes 

secretary of the interior. 
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NOTICE 


An election, to vote on the adoption of the proposed constitution 
and by laws, will be held on Saturday, November 2nd in the auditorium 
at Bocky Boy, 

The Bolls will be open from 8 b t tti t to 6 p,m. 

All members of the tribe (men and women) over 21 years of age are 
entitled to vote. 

Copies of the Constitution are being distributed to voters, m 
case you fail to receive a copy call at the Agency office for one. 

Non-resident members who desire to vote should request an absentee 
ballot from Bocky Boy T s Ageney. Such ballots should be executed and 
returned to the Ageney before November 2nd. 

Every qualified voter should turn out far this election. 



Earl Wooldridge, 
Superintendent, 
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Socky 3oy ' ~ Apes. cy 
Soeky Bay, I'ont ana 
Bovember 4, 1935 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C.- 

Dear Sir: 

There ere transmitted herewith the original end 
thirteen copies of the Socky 3oy Constitution, and 37-Lews 
as adopted Saturday, Eoveuber 2nd. There cere 291 eligi- 
ble voters and the vote stood 126 for and 25 against. I 
an enclosing these thirteen copies with the request that they 
be eignec end approved by both the Ccmisaioner end the Sec- 
retary eo that each cf the Constitutional Committeemen may 
have a copy for their own keeping. 

In this connection the Committee has requested that 
two of their people be allowed to go to Washington when the 
Secretary approves their Constitution. If the Office sees 
fit to grant this request, I think it will be very appro- 
priate for two of our older, pen, members of the Constitutional 
Cofcr.it tee , who knew and were intimate with Ttocky Soy to make 
the trip. 


Very truly yours. 


Earl Wooldridge 
Superintendent 
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